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EXAMINATION, 

AND 

Impartial  Account 

Of  all  relating  to 

Mrs.  Stephens’s  Cures ,  and  Medicine 

FOR  THE 

STONE  and  GRAVEL. 

In  Two  PARTS. 

I.  Containing  Nine  of  the  principal  CASES* 
...  firft  Publifh’d  by  D.  HARTLET,  now 
here  Rated  in  a  very  different  Manner:  With 
fome  few  Hints  on  a  diffolved  Stone  in  the 
Bladder. 

It  is  herein  alfo  obferved, 

That  the  Author  of  the  prefent  Papers  did  difqover 
and  make  known  the  faid  Medicine  of 
Mrs.  Stephens1  s  long  before  fhe  made  it  publjck.  v 


THE  SECOND  PART 
Contains 

Mrs.  Stephens's  RECEIPT,  with  the  pro¬ 
per  Observations  and  Explana¬ 
tions  thereon,  GV. 


LONDON i 

Printed  for  T«  Cooper*  in  Paternojter-Pofw.  Mdccxl- 
[Price  One  Shilling,  or  Six-pence  each.] 


Advertisement. 

SINCE  this  Pamphlet  has  been  printed,  I  was  yefterday  in¬ 
form’d  by  fome  Adherents  to  Mrs.  Stephens  (laid  to  be  rela¬ 
ted  by  D.  Bartley ,)  That  there  were  two  Patients,  who  fome 
time  ago  had  been  founded  by  proper  Operators,  who  found 
Stones  in  them ;  and  they  having  taken  Mrs.  Stephens  s  Medi¬ 
cines,  were  now  found,  upon  fecond  Examination,  to  be  with¬ 
out  any.  I  fhall  not  here  make  any  Objections  to  this  Account, 
as  that  fome  have  been  founded,  nay  even  cut  too  by  fome  of 
our  molt  famous  Operators,  and  thereon  by  them  declared  to 
be  without  any  Stones;  and  yet  have  been  found  to  have  had 
confiderable  Stones  (till  remaining  in  them,  whether  when  yet  a* 
live  or  dead ;  whilft  others  have  been  cut  by  fuch  alfo  for  the 
Stone,  who  had  none,  &c.  But  rather  putting  thefe  Relations 
now  given  out  concerning  this  Succefs,  upon  the  moft  favou¬ 
rable  Iftue  for  the  Purpofes  defired  and  propoftd,  I  need  only 
in  that  Cafe  recommend  the  Reader  to  the  Perufal  of  the  Poftfeript 
to  my  fir  ft  Letter  herein ;  where  I  allow,  and  am  fatisfy’d,  that 
it  will  be  fo  in  fome  Cafes  ;  nay,  that  even  Water  alone  will 
fome  times  have  fuch-like  Effefi.  And  Ihould  this  be  call’d  in 
any  great  queftion,  after  what  has  already  been  faid  in  this 
Pamphlet;  I  can,  on  fuch  occafion,  even  call  upon  one  of  the 
Trujlees ,  to  whom  I  then  made  fuch  Relation,  probably,  at  leaft, 

a  Year  and  a  half  ago,  Dr.  Y — - - r  prelent,  and  I  think  Sir 

B -  alfo  ;  at  that  time  inviting  the  faid  Gentleman  to  go 

and  fee  a  Stone  of  a  confiderable  Size,  fo  broke  and  brought  a- 
way  by  fuch-like  Means,  all  into  broken  Pieces  of  Laminar, 
fo  that  they  can  as  yet  be  put  together  fo  to  make  up  the 
whole  Stone.  Although  I  am  of  opinion  this  operating  Prufiee 
never  had  the  Curiofity  to  enquire,  or  ever  to  fee  it.  But  let 
us  now  fuppofe  the  very  beft  we  can  of  this  Medicine,  I  fhall 
then  only  here  add,  that  in  fuch  cafe  (for  Reafons  before  hinted) 
I  imagine  I  even  then  deferve  the  bell  Share  of  fuch  Reward' 
Though  according  to  all  Appearance,  as  Matters  feem  to  be 
parried  on  at  prefent,  fome  feem  to  be  much  more  eager  than 
my  felf,  at  ftrenuoufty  endeavouring  to  procure  or  get  luch  Re¬ 
ward  to  be  the  moft  fpeedily  deliver’d  t  poflibly,  left  the  worft 
might  befall.  — ~ 


( a: ) 


P  R  E  FACE, 


r'H  E  following  CafeS)  and  Papers ,  have  lain  by  me 
a  confiderable  time  (as  obfervable  by  them ;)  in 
a  word ,  feme  from  the  time  of  Mrs.  Stephens 
making  any  great  Noife  in  the  World .  I  have  accord - 

tngly  publijhed  them ,  much  as  they  were  originally  writ. 
So  that  if  the  Manner  or  Parts  of  fuch  ccounts  fhould 
appear  to  be  writ  at  different  times ,  it  need  not  feem 
very  jlrange ,  Neither  have  I  carefully  endeavour* d 
topolifld  the  Style ,  not  judging  that  greatly  neceffary  to, 
fpend  much  time  therein. 

I  have  neverthelefs  endeavoured  to  keep  as  near  and 
ixaft  to  Truth  as  poffible\  and  if  therefore ,  notwith * 
Jlanding  this ,  there  fhould  happen  to  be  any  thing  here • 
in  inconfiftent ,  or  contrary  to  that  ftriSl  Veracity  I 
have  aimed  at ,  I  can  only  fincerely  affure  my  Reader , 
that  it  was  no  way  intended .  Neither  do  1  imagine , 
that  if  there  fhould  be  any  thing  improperly  reprefented , 
that  it  will  be  found  to  be  in  any  very  material  Point ; 
if  it  fhould ,  which  1  flatter  my  felf  it  will  not ,  none 
fhall  be  more  ready  to  acknowledge  fitch  Error ,  and  to 
make  proper  and  publick  Atonement  for  it.  1  do  at 
the  fame  time  moft  fincerely  and  folemnly  declare ,  that 
I  have  not  hitherto ,  neither  do  I  now  owe  the  leaf  ill 
Will  to  Mrs.  Stephens,  as  fome  may  but  too  readily 
fuggeji  or  imagine :  For  why  fhould  1  indeed  ?  fince  floe 
never  inclined ,  intended ,  or  did  me  the  leaf  Injury  that 
I  know  of ;  unlefs  I  would fuppofe  her  having  injur'd  or 
mi  fled  the  Society ,  of  which  lam  a  Part.  Tho *  even 
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in  this  particular ,  I  fhould  be  more  ready  to  blame 
others  than  her. 

But  why  as  yet,  I  pray,  muft  a  Man  he  looked  upon 
as  an  Enemy  to  this  notable female  ?  Is  it  fo ,  hecaufe 
he  is  willing  and  ready  to  inftrutl  or  inform  his  Soci¬ 
ety,  fo  to  avoid  the  Errors  thty  are  like  to  fall  into  ? 
Js  not  ibis  his  Duty  to  the  Society  of  which  he  is  a  Mem - 
her  ?  Nay,.  even  to  Mankind  in  general:  Or  is  it  not 
what  they  are  reafonahly  to  expcCl  of  him  ?  And  is  he 
not  to  aver  Truth  wthout  Fear ,  or  Favour ,  to  any 
particular?  ’ fu  well  if  thcfe  who  judge  otherwife, 
be  not  Enemies  to  their  Society,  and  Mankind  in 
general. 

Yet  whatfoe'er  I  may  have  f aid  in  the  following  Pa¬ 
pers,  orhowfoe'er  I  may  (by  fome)  be  represented,  per¬ 
haps,  in  being  thought  in  what  I  have  writ  concerning 
this  Female  Practitioner,  to  have  done  it  in  an  over- 
pointed  Style  or  Manner *  if  it  appears  fo  to  them,  yet 
J  know  not  but  it  is  fully  as  allowable  where  the 
publick  Intereft  is  at  flake,  as  all  or  any  part  of  this 
J  have  fo  faid . 

At  the  fame  tune  I  cannot  but  fay,  howfoe'er  fevere 
/  may  herein  appear  to  have  been,  it  would  even  to 
me  feem  hard ,  fhould  fhe  receive  nothingfrom  the  Pub- 
lick  for  her  Difcovery  (fince  invited  or  advifed  there¬ 
to ;)  and  that  too,  notwithfl  an  ding  her  Difcovery,  may 
not  appear  to  me  the  mod  fincere :  Yet  how  much  that 
Gratuity  ought  to  be,  or  - what  Share  Jhe  deferves  of 
that  Sum  fpecified  by  the  Publick,  is  what  muft  be 
left  as  the  Publick  or  the  Fruftees  /hall  think,  proper  to 
determine.  Or  as  yet  whether ,  or  how  far  fuch  who 
have  advifed  or  tutor'd  her  to  her  own  Difadvantage, 
ought  accordingly  to  make  good  fuch  Gratuity,  or  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  fhe  may  be  judg'd  to  deferve,  is  what  I  muft 
leave  to  others  to  decide. 

As  to  publifhing  who  I  am,  it  will  eafily  enough  be 
known,  fhould  that  be  neceffary.  And  fhould  the  Name 
only  flrve  to  /hew  who  gains  the  Victory  on  this  Sub- 
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je6t  againft  fuch  Opponents,  it  feems  hardly  worth 
the  while . 

In  fine ,  my  Reader  may  likewife  obferve  by  the  fe- 
cond  Letter  at  the  end  of  the  Cafes ,  that  I  no  way 
feem  to  have  meant  an y  ill  JVill  to  Mrs .  Stephens. 

N.  B;  It  may  not  as  yet  be  altogether  improper  I 
here  acquaint  my  Reader ,  that  the  other ,  or  Second 
Part ,  is  call’d ,  Mrs.  Stephens’s  Receipt  for  the 
Stone  and  Gravel,  with  proper  Obfervations  and 
Explanations  thereon,  &c.  .writ  by  me  alfo ,  and 
pub  lift’d  fame  Months  fince  :  Such  therefore  as  have 
already  pur  chafed  that ,  may  have  this  prefent  Part  by 
it  felf  from  the  Publiftoer . 

It  may  not  likewife  be  improper  to  inform  my  Rea - 
der,  that  the  forefaid  Part ,  call’d ,  her  Receipt,  with 
proper  Obfervations  thereon,  &c.  thus  firft  publifh- 
ed  *,  the  Pamphlet  fellers  have  frequently ,  when  call’d 
for ,  inftead  thereof  (from  what  I  have  obferved )  deli¬ 
vered,  or  fold  to  the  Purchafer ?  quite  another  Pam¬ 
phlet ,  (in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Stephens)  call’d  Truth  un- 
nrafk’d  for  the  publick  Good,  &c.  Of  which  idle 
Pamphlet  I  have  fpoken  a  IVord  or  two ,  at  the  end  of 
Obfervations  on  the  Receipt.  I bis f aid  Pamphlet 
has  fo  been  given  in  place  of  mine :  That,  ’tis  true ,  like¬ 
wife  has  her  Receipt  therein ,  with  a  few  Cafes  before 
publifhed  (by  D.  Hartley)  to  make  a  Pamphlet.  Tet 
how  fuch  Blunder  fo  happens  I  cannot  fay  (fince  intirely 
different  Titles )  unlefs  defigned  by  thofe  Venders ,  the 
more  to  promote  the  Sale  of  the  other.  Although.  I 
more  readily  judge  it  to  be ,  that  having  fold  mine ,  and 
having  ft  ill  the  other  by  the?n  (to  ftave  Trouble ,)  give 
the  Purchafer  that  which  remains  with  them .  So  that 
he  who  defires  to  have  the  right ,  muft  examine  /^Title, 
which  in  full  is, 

r 

Mrs.  Stephens’s  RECEIPT  for  the  Stone 
and  Gravel ,  with  proper  Obfervations  and  Ex¬ 
planations 


(  vi  ) 

planations  thereon.  Together  with  fome  Hints 
concerning  the  Preamble  to  the  Ac[  of  Parliament 
on  that  Subject  To  which  are  added,  fome  few 
Thoughts  how  mod:  properly  to  encourage  valuable 
Difcoveries,  or  real  Improvements  in  Phyfick  or 
Surgery.  Printed  for  T.  Cooper,  at  the  Globe  in 
Pater  no fter-Row.  1739.  Price  Sixpence, 

Qucere.  Whether  if  this  Medicine  be  often  found 
ufeful  (by  the  long  Continuance  thereof)  there  will 
not  confequentiy  be  a  Neceflity  of  often  repeat¬ 
ing  it  ?  if  not  always  to  ufe  it  during  Life  ;  and  (fill 
more,  as  the  Patient  grows  in  Years  ;  Since  Stones 
snd  Gravel  (fill  are  engender’d  from  the  fame  Caufes, 
particularly  the  older'  the  Patient  grows. 

Secondly ,  Whether  by  the  long  Ufe  of  fuch  ftrong 
Diuretics,  fo  greatly  forcing  Nature  out  of  her  ufual 
Road,  we  do  not  thus  much  change  her  common 
Courfe?  foasto  alter  the  whole  Animal  Oeconomy, 
and  the  ufual  Secretions  (hardly  well  to  be  recover’d 
in  old  Age,)  Nature  and  the  whole  Fabrick  by  this 
Means  fuffering.  And  laftly,  thus  becoming  fq 
much  the  fooner  deftroy’d. 


Errata. 

Page  7,  1.  22,  for  no  read  pn .  P.  9,  for  Kerry  r.  Cary. 
P.  24,  1.  13,  for  her  r.  him .  And  the  Marks  *  f  to  the 
Notes  at  bottom  fliould  be  in  the  place  of  each  other.  P.  3 1, 
I.15,  for  feem  r.  feem'd ^  and  1.31,  may  have  in - 
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A  full  E  XAMINATION  of 
Mrs.  Stephens' s  Cures,  &e\ 

HAVING  had  the  Curidficy  to  examine  fe- 
veral  of  the  Patients  of  Mrs.  Stephens ,  in 
relation  to  the  Cures  for  the  Stone  or  Gravel 
perform’d  by  her^  I  found  them,  as  near  as  I  can 
poftibly  judge,  to  be  in  the  following  Manner  * 

l 

Mr.  Bull ,  at  the  Globe  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard^ 
having  been  much  troubled  with  the  Gravel,  and 
being  under  her  Care :  I  found  him  according  to 
his  own  Account  to  have  been  a  Perfon  who  ufed  to 
drink  his  Bottle  of  Wine  at  lea  ft  one  a  Day,  (of 
red  Port-,)  though  others  have  alledged  to  me, 
it  was  oftner  more  likely  to  be  two .  Whereas,  now 
being  better,  by  the  Ufe  of  her  Medicines,  CtV. 
for  many  Months,  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  du¬ 
ring  all  this  time  he  quite  alter’d  his  former  Re¬ 
gimen  of  Life,  as  that  of  eating  no  dry  fait  Meats, 
drinking  no  red  Wine ,  but  inftead  of  the  Quan¬ 
tity  and  Quality  afo.refaid,  only  half  a  Pint  a 
day  of  white  Wine ,  add  to  this,  about  a  ^uart  of 
Water  during  that  time  (in  which  her  Medicine 
is  diffolved)  not  ufed  before.  And  though  I  do 
not  infift  from  this,  on  the  Invalidity  of  her  Me¬ 
dicines,  or  that  they  were  of  no  Ufe  ;  yet  furely 
had  he  ufed  none  fuch,  but  only  to  have  obferved 
the  fame  Regularity  and  Abftinence  here  fpeci- 
fy’d,  in  relation  to  Aliment,  he  unqueftionably 
muft  have  found  himfelf  better.  This  is  more  ful¬ 
ly  and  particularly  proved,  even  eight  Months  af¬ 
ter  taking  the  faid  Medicines,  when  he  found  him- 

B  felf 


felf  greatly  better:  he,  neverthelefs,  in  November 
laft,  1737,  again  fell  very  ill;  but  then  it  was  al- 
ledged,  that  he  had  not  io  duly,  or  had  home 
time  neglrdted  the  taking  her  Medicines.  Upon 
this  Pretence,  I  then,  or  on  his  Recovery,  afked 

him.  Whether  he  had  not,  during  fuch  time,  alter¬ 
ed  his  Method  of  Living,  or  to  have  been  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  free  in  that  ?  Which  he  frankly  owned 
me  he  had  ;  and  thus  it  plainly  proved  to  me,  that 
his  Indifpofition,  in  a  great  meafure,  depended  on 
the  Irregularity  of  his  Living,  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved, 

N,  B.  This  Patient  is  (till  troubled  with  the 
fame  Malady,  proport  ionably  to  the  Irregularities  of 
his  manner  of  Living. 

II. 

I  fhal!  here  alfo  obferve,  that  I  fpoke  on  the 
like  Occafion  with  the  Honourable  Mr.  Carter  et^ 
whole  Gale  may  be  as  publifhed  by  D.  Hartley . 
Yet  this  I  think  may  not  be  improper  alfo  to  be 
added,  according  to  that  he  related  to  me,  viz.  of  his 
Abftinence  (fince  taking  the  faid  Remedy)  from  all 
fait  Meats  as  above;  and  tho’  always  moderate  in 
Wine,  yet  fince  the  taking  Mrs.  Stephens’ s  Medi¬ 
cines,  0  rinks  not  above  half  his  ufual  Quantity  of  Cla¬ 
ret  at  dinner,  and  full  as  little  if  any  at /upper  \  where¬ 
as  he  uied  formerly  to  drink  his  Pint  or  fo  at  each 
Meal :  he  now  alio  allow’d  himfelf  more  frequent 
Draughts  of  fmall  Beer ,  which  he  uled  not  before. 
This,  with  the  Ufe  of  a  Pint  and  a  half  of  Water  her 
Medicine  is  mix’d  in ,  for  a  daily  Addition,  muft 
lurely  make  a  great  Alteration  in  the  alimentary 
T¥ay,  and  muft  accordingly,  of  itfelf,  prove  to  be 
a  much  more  diluent  Method  than  formerly;  and 
confequently  he  might  find  himfelf  better  had  he 
even  taken  no  fuch  Medicines ,  tho’  allowed  alfo  to 
be  ufeful,  as  other  proper  Medicines  likewife  might 

have 
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have  been,  efpecially  if  continued  fo  long  as  thefe 
were,  to  wit,  off  and  on,  now.  at  lead  two  Years  ; 
and  for  ought  I  know  (till  was  in  Continuance 
thereof  to  the  lad.  But  in  fine,  dying  about  a 
Month  ago,  on  opening  him  there  were  dill  two 
Stones  found  in  his  Bladder,  bigas  final  1  Chefnuts, 
though  probably  about  three  Years  he  had  ufed 
this  Medicine.  But  then  the  Anfwer  fird  was,  that 
he  did  not  continue  it  regularly ,  or  had  not  perhaps 
taken  it  for  a  Year.  Yet  on  fecond  Confideration, 
the  A Jp ft  ants  to  this  good  Woman,  or  her  Confe¬ 
derates ,  next  obfirv’d,  they  faw’d  the  Stones  in  two, 
and  thereby  demondrated  to  the  Learned  in  Poli¬ 
ticks,  that  her  Medicine  had  had  mod  extraordi¬ 
nary  Efiedls  towards  wading  them,  not  perceptible 
before,  and  might  confequently  have  diffolved  the 
whole,  had  not  the  Patient  thus  unluckily  made 
his  final  Exit  before  this  great  Cure  was  duly  per¬ 
formed. 

Ilf. 

Thus  then  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  on 
what  has  been  already  faid,  that  Mr.  Snaps  the 
Turner  in  Panton-ftreet ,  (a  Cafe  alfo  publifh’d) 
drank  large  Quantities  of  Decoblions  of  Herbs,  as 
Mallows ,  &c.  at  his  fird  letting  out,  before  the 
Lie  of  her  Medicine,  as  well  as  the  ufing  of  confi- 
derable  Quantities  of  Oyl  and  Rum ,  which  did  ac¬ 
cordingly  bring  away  very  large  Quantities  of  Gra- 
vel  and  Stones ,  of  the  latter,  at  lead,  thirty  f, mall 
ones:  at  the  fame  time  often  ufing  likewife  the  Le¬ 
nitive  Eledtuary  ;  which  Lenitive  he  every  now  and 
then  continues  to  ufe  even  fince  the  taking  of  her 
Medicines,  propofing  dill  to  go  on  with  it  at  pro¬ 
per  times.  And  tho*  he  is  now  ealy  and  free  from 
voiding  of  Stones,  yet  ftill  continues  to  void  a  glai¬ 
ry  Size  with  his  Urine,  the  common  Humour  at¬ 
tending  or  producing  Stone  and  Gravel.  *Tis  true 
he  takes  notice,  that  for  all  the  Stones  he  voided 
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before  the  taking  of  her  Medicines,  to  wit,  the 
Bolus’s  and  Powders %  ye:  he  found  himfelf  no  way 
relieved  of  his  Pain  ;  but  then  it  is  alfo  as  obfer- 
vahle,  that  tor  the  (pace  of  at  lead  fix  Months 
time,  during  the  taking  of  her  Paid  Bolus’s  and 
Powders,  he  found  himfelf  no  better  neither;  until 
the  drinking  of  her  Boti  e  of  IVater  each  day,  with 
the  Soap  diflolvcd  therein  :  after  the  Continuance  of 
which  for  fome  fiiort  time,  he  then  begun  to  find 
himfelf  better,  and  fo  mended  daily.  Now  from 
whet  has  been  laid,  it  feems  pretty  evident,  that 
Stones  and  Gravel  were  brought  away  from  him 
moft  plentifully  before  the  taking  of  any  of  her 
Medicines,  that  is,  as  has  been  laid,  by  the  foie  Ufe 
of  the  Mallow  Drink ,  Oil  and  Rum.  So  that  had 
this  been  continued  as  long  as  her  Medicines  were, 
it  feems,  beyond  all  Conrroverfy,  he  would  have 
found  himfelf  as  well,  if  not  fooner.  Nor  need  it 
feem  ft  range,  that  he  did  not  find  himfelf  as  yet  re¬ 
lieved  on  his  voiding  the  faid  firft  Stones,  fince 
there  were  many  ft  ill  behind,  which  occafioned 
inch  remaining  Pain  and  Uneafinefs;  yet  when  the 
whole  was  brought  away,  fuch  Diforder  muff  con- 
fequently  ceafe,  whether  fo  brought  away  by  one, 
or  t’other.  He  alfo  freely  owned  to  me,  that  the 
life  of  her  Medicines  much  cloy’d  or  pal'd d  bis  Sto¬ 
mach  (as  1  obferv’d,)  and  the  lame  was  alfo  con¬ 
firm’d  to  me  by  fever  al  others  who  took  it,  (though 
It  may  not  do  fo  with  all,  or  to  have  the  like  Ef¬ 
fect ;)  yet  this  was  abfolutely  denied  by  D.  Hartley 
when  I  mention’d  it  to  him,  its  ever  doing  fo. 

Mr.  Snape  was  laftly  taken  ill  (on  a  Sunday)  of  a 
violent  Pain  towards  the  Neck  of  his  Bladder,  (fup- 
pofed  to  be  from  a  Stone  there,)  upon  which  the 
Apothecary  being  called,  he  adminiftered  a  Gly- 
fter  or  two,  which  had  a  good  Effect,  fince  the  Pa¬ 
tient  thereupon  found  himfelf  much  eafier.  How¬ 
ever  he  made  no  Urine,  and  ftill  continuing  indif- 

pofed, 
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pofed,  D.  Hartley  attended  him,  together  with  Dr. 
Shaw  *?  they  thought  fit,  it  feems,  to  advife  and 
order  him  to  take  Mrs.  Stephens's  Medicines ,  and  fhe 
being  accordingly  call’d  upon  for  her  Afliftance,  did 
make  him  up  her  Medicines,  ’tis  raid,  more  ftrong 
than  ufual  ;  of  which  they  gave  him  fo  much,  that 
he  could  take  no  more  *,  and  fo  refufed  the  farther 
Ufe  thereof  the  former  proving  no  wayufefui ;  con¬ 
tinuing  dill  to  grow  worfe,  and  voiding  no  Urine. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Hawkins  was  called  in,  to  found 
or  relieve  him,  tho*  that  alfo  was  to  no  Purpofe  or 
Advantage.  It  was  next,  ’tis  laid,  propofed  to 
hurry  him  up  and  down  in  a  Coach  (as  to  Kenfing - 
ton,)  but  the  Patient  refus’d  to  comply,  faying,  that 
fuch-like  violent  Motion  would  kill  him  ;  and  to 
me  indeed  it  feems  to  have  been  an  odd  and  defpe- 
rate  Propofal  on  that  Occafion  *,  in  fine,  on  Friday 
he  died.  In  the  mean  time,  our  Practitioner  goes 
on  in  like  Manner. 

*  '  IV. 

Dr.  Hartley ,  after  having  ufed  her  Medicines 
(without  at  the  dime  time,  as  he  fays,  fo  much  as 
knowing  what  they  are)  now  for  about  the  fpace  of 
*  twelve  Months,  freely  owns  he  finds  himfclf  no 
better.  I  cannot  but  fay  then,  that  1  very  much 
qoefiion,  that  it  would  have  been  poffible  to  have 
perfuaded  him  to  the  Continuance  for  a  twelve 
Month  of  any  one  Medicine  or  Method  that  could 
be  communicated  to  him,  even  by  the  ableftHand 
of  the  Profeflion  :  What  can  we  fay  then  for  fuch 
an  enthufiaftick  Credulity  and  infatuation  ?  A  Man  of 
Learning!  and  one  bred  to  the  Profeffion  !  thus  to 
confide  and  abfolutely  and  only  to  depend  on  the 
hidden  Nojlrum  (at  leaft  to  him)  of  an  innocent 
JVoman.  Alas!  for  Learning,  and  alas!  for  De¬ 
grees  ;  for  if  this  be  the  Cafe,  then  this  good  Fe¬ 
male 

*  Now  near  three  Years,  and  we  hear  of  Amendment. 


male  furely  deferves  ’em  alfo.  But  it  would  feern 
probable  that  this  honeft  Gentleman  has  not  feen  or 
known  a  Sufficiency  oi  Pr alike .  He  drinks  only 
a  i?ery  little  white  Wihey  and  daily  takes  her  Bottle 
of  Soap -Water  with  her  Powders  he  alledges  in¬ 
deed,,  that  by  the  Ufe  thereof  he  brings  away  Gra¬ 
vel,  and  fo  he  would  with  a  continued  Ufe  of 
all  Diluents.  But  he  obferves  to  us,  that  the  U- 
line  he  voids,  as  well  as  that  of  others  who  take 
her  Medicines,  is  greatly  impregnated  with  certain 
alkaline  Particles ,  &c.  Yes  truly,  I  allow  it,  and 
that  it  is  the  finefl  or  more  lubtiie  Parts  of  her  alka¬ 
line  Powder  or  Shells ,  which  mixes  with  the  Blood 
and  is  feparated  with  the  Urine :  turning  to  a 
green  when  mix’d  with  Syrup  of  Violets  (he  lo  much 
wonders  at)  and  from  this  fame  Reafon  alfo  it  fer¬ 
ments  with  Acids.  Nay,  it  is  plain,  this  very  fub- 
tile  Powder,  fo  feparated  with  the  Urine  which  falls 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Pot,  together  with  the  com¬ 
mon  glary  S;ze  attending  thofe  Maladies,  is  thus 
pfaifter’d  together,  (which  fhe  and  her  Adhe¬ 
rents  call  all  Sand,  or  the  Stone d.iffiol ved : )  And  this 
I  do  pofitively  infift  upon.  Not  but  that  I  allow, 
if  there  is  yet  Sand,  or  Gravel,  it  may  alfo  be 
brought  away,  or  mix’d  therewith.  Nay,  I  will  e- 
ven  alfo  admit,  that  Pieces  of  Stones  be  brought 
away  by  the  Ufe  of  proper  Medicines,  or  that 
fame  Stones,  by  accident,  and  indeed  likewile 
even  by  the  proper  Means  of  Art  and  Medicines, 
may  be  crumbled,  or  feparated,  and  brought  a- 
way  in  pieces  •,  of  the  Truth  of  which,  I  am  well 
fatisfy*d.  Yet  I  do  not  from  thence  infer,  that  it  is 
therefore  practicable  on  all  manner  of  Stones :  How¬ 
ever,  I  am  neverthelefs  alfo  of  Opinion,  that  there 
are  few  Patients,  or  none,  but  may  be  render’d  to¬ 
lerably  eafy  during  Life,  by  proper  Method  or 
Means  taken  (without  cutting)  if  they  b  z  governable. 
TheGentleman,  indeed,  upon  talking  with  him  on 

the 
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the  Regulation  of  his  Diet ,  &c.  acquainted  me, 
that  he  had  before  the  Ufe  of  Mrs.  Stephens's  Me¬ 
dicines  been  for  a  Year  or  two  on  Vegetable  and  Milk 
Diet,  together  with  Brifiol  Water ,  yet  found  him- 
felf  no  way  better  by  this  ab  (l  emious  Method.  I  then 
obferv’d  to  him*  that  there  could  hardly  be  two 
Liquids,  in  all  likelihood,  more  improper  for  him 
than  that  of  Milk  and  Brifiol  Water :  And  that  I 
was  not  therefore  any  v/ay  furpriz’d  that  he  had 
not  found  him  lei  f  better,  by  any  fuch  Method;  it 
being  plain  to  me,  that  Milk  is  not  of  the  moft  di¬ 
luent  kind ;  this  laft  being  fo  very  neceffary  in  all 
fuch  Cafes ;  and  that  the  Brifiol  Water  is  as  little, 
or  lefs  fo,  appears  as  plain  from  its  limy ,  chalky ,  or 
aft r ingen t  Quality.  Nay,  is  it  not  unqueftionable, 
that  the  moft  certain  Ufe  of  this  Water  is  in  the 
Diabetes?  that  is  in  fhort,  to  remedy  our  piffingfo 
often',  whereas  in  that  of  Gravel,  fcjV.  Diuretics ,  and 
the  powerful  left  Diluents  ^  which  confequently  make 
us  pifs  the  moft  frequently,  are  accordingly  found 
to  be  the  moft  ufeful.  As  to  his  Experiments ,  made 
no  his  own  Urine  (in  taking  Mrs.  Stephens's  Me¬ 
dicines,)  as  well  as  on  thole  of  different  'Waters,  or 
Mixtures,  Cfr.  for  the  Trial  of  diffiolving  of  Stones  \ 
that  Water  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  we  ve¬ 
ry  well  know,  as  we  have  frequently  before  hin¬ 
ted,  and  often  fpoke  of.  Now  as  to  the  Why, 
New- River  W^ater  fhould  alone  have  a  greaterEffe<ft, 
than  when  mix’d  with  her  Powder,  in  relation  to 
diminifhing  or  wearing  of  the  Stone,  it  no  way 
appears  ftrange  to  me,  tho’  greatly  intricate  and  won¬ 
derful  to  him  :  To  me  it  appears  as  an  Afiringent , 
or  Alkali^  put  into  this  common  diluent  Water,  which 
being  thus  clog’d,  confequently  has  thus  a  lefs  dif- 
folving  Quality,  as  all  Liquids,  or  Menftrums,  are 
only  capable  of  diftolving  their  proper  Quantity  of 
any  thing  put  into  them  ;  and  thereafter  becomes 
lefsftrong  or  efficacious  for  any  fuch-like  farther  Ufe. 

But 
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Bat  what  is  it  this  learned  Perfon  labours  fo  hard  at  ? 
What  is  it  that  all  thefe  To  very  painful,  and  trouble- 
fome  Experiments  drive  at  ?  Why,  truly,  to  prove 
that  Mrs.  Stephens's  Medicines  are  the  greateft  Dif- 
f oivers  of  Stones  of  an y  thing  be  has  experimented.  Nov/ 
there  might  perhaps  be  feveral  Particulars  in  his 
Experiments  to  be  call’d  in  queftion  :  But  to  make 
fliortWork,  allowing  him  all  that  he  wants  to  prove, 
yeti  {hall  not  therefore  allow  him,  that  the  greateft 
or  mo  ft  violent  and  fudden  JDiJfolvers,  Stone- Breakers , 
Drivers ,  or  Lithontriptics ,  are  confequently  the  heft , 
the  moft  fafe ,  or  the  moft  advifable  in  all  Cafes, 
Nay,  that  which  is  the  lead  fo,  is  that  which  in 
many  Cafes,  is  the  moft  lafe,  and  the  moft  advifea* 
ble  to  be  ufed. 

V. 

IMr*  Screen ,  at  the  Seven- fiars  in  the  Old -Baity  ^ 
fee  ms  in  a  great  meafure  to  confirm  what  has 
been  laft  hinted  at.  When  I  firft  call’d  to  enquire 
about  the  Nature  of  his  Cafe  and  Condition,  I 
found  him  to  be  in  fo  much  Agony  and  Pain, 
that  he  defired  to  be  excufed  i  peaking  to  me  until 
he  found  himfelf  better  •,  though  this  was  at  leaft 
(ight  Months  from  the  firft  taking,  and  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  her  Medicine.  But  it  was  alledged,  he 
had  neglefted,  intermitted,  or  had  not  taken  it  fo 
regularly  as  he  ought  to  have  done  ;  tho  it  feems 
rather  greatly  to  be  fufpedted,  that  he  took  full  as 
much  thereof  as  his  Cafe  required.  The  fecond 
time  I  call’d,  I  was  told  he  was  better;  yet  whether 
gone  out  (as  they  told  me)  or  otherwife,  I  know 
ppt,  but  I  did  not  fee  him.  About  three  Months 
thereafter  he  died :  and  when  open’d  by  Mr.  Breke , 
he  acquaints  us  with  one  Kidney  being  ulcerated, 
and  intirely  perifh’d  •,  whilft  feveral  entire  Stones  . 
were  found  in  the  other.  I  have  not  much  to  ad¬ 
vance  on  this  Account :  nor  any  Reflections  to 

make 
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make  of  fuch  Stones  found  there,  their  not  belnc®" 
diffolved  after  the  fo  long  Ufe  of  that  Medicine, 
to  wit,  about  eleven  Months.  Since  a  Medicine 
may  even  be  a  good  one,  and  yet  not  fufficient  to 
difiolve  all  S  tones  >  or  to  perform  all  Cures-,  yet  this 
1  think  may  properly  enough  be  remark’d,  that 
befides  loading  a  weak  Stomach  with  fuch  a  Quantity 
of  naufeating  Stuff,  neither  Liquid,  nor  Powder 
feem’d  much  adapted,  or  very  proper,  for  any  Ul¬ 
ceration,  could  fhe  have  difeover’d  that.  Nay,  it 
may  I  think  be  freely  fa  id,  they  appear’d  very  im¬ 
proper;  nor  would  perhaps  even  thofe,  or  many 
of  the  Profeflion  have  difeover’d  it ;  though  fome 
poffibly  might  have  fufpeded  fome  fticb^Malady 
from  Symptoms ,  &c.  However  that  be,  confiderino- 
his  low  State  of  Health,  his  great  and  continued 
Agonies,  a  wife,  difereet,  cautious,  and  prudent 
Phyfician,  would  not  have  inclined  to  have  advifed 
any  violent  Medicines,  or  that  which  put  him  to 
fo  great  Rack  and  Pain  *,  but  on  the  contrary  to 
Lave  advifed  that  only  which  was  gentle ,  fafe,  and 
eafy.  It  is  mod  certain,  that  all  diuretic  Medi¬ 
cines  improperly  ufed,  deftroy  and  are  greatly 
hurtful  to  the  Urinary  Pafiages :  for  which  Reafon, 
they  ought  to  be  ufed  with  great  Caution  in  fuch 
Cafes ;  or  where  the  Parts  are  tender,  inflamed, 
or  ulcerated,  becaule  tney  will  fo  be  made  worfe. 
Thus  the  Son  of  Theophorlnis ,  mention’d  by  Hip - 
pG crate s  in  his  fifth  Book  of  Epidemicks,  died  the 
third  Day  by  the  Ufe  of  a  ftrong  Diuretick* 

VI. 

Mr.  Prefion ,  a  Gentleman  of  the  Law,  in  Kerry - 
ftreet ,  a  temperate  Per  ion,  and  naturally  a  ftrong 
well-built  Man;  confequently  able  to  bear  a  ftrong? 
er  Medicine  than  the  former  ;  being  a tfo  affiifted 
with  the  Gravel  ;  after  feven  or  eight  Months  con¬ 
tinuance  with  hex  Medicine  found  himfdf  much 
J  C  bet- 
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better,  yet  dill  voided  the  like  glary  Size ,  com¬ 
mon  to  fuch  Cafes,  and  as  fpoke  of  in  Mr. 
Snape's  Cafe.  He  had,  however,  according  to  his 
Account,  taken  many  Medicines  before  (taking 
to  hers,)  which  probably  had  dome  Effed,  in  ha¬ 
ving  carried  off  part  of  the  Load  of  Gravel,  or 
the  fizy  Humour  ;  at  lead  prov’d  fome  kind  of  E- 
vacuation,  which  was  no  Diladvantage  to  the 
Ufe  thereafter  of  Mrs.  Stephens9 s  Medicine:  How¬ 
ever,  during  the  forefaid  time  of  his  Continuance 
to  fuch  Medicines  before  hers  ;  he  then  alfo 
kept  to  the  condant  Ufe  of  the  Brijlol  Watery  of 
which  I  have  before  obferved  the  Impropriety  in 
the  Cafe  of  D.  Hartley  :  So  that  it  appears  no  way 
ilrange  to  me,  if  he  found  no  great  Advantage 
thereby,  and  that  on  his  changing  fuch  dry,  chalky , 
conflipating  Drink,  for  that  of  Mrs.  Stephens's  foft^ 
oily,  fait  or  foapy  Water  \  he  thus  on  the  other 
hand  found  himfelf  much  better  thereby.  Nor  is 
it  any  way  material,  its  having  been  ordered  by 
this,  or  t’other,  fince  the  bed  Practitioners  may 
fometimes  order  improperly,  or  are  liable  to  Mis¬ 
takes.  He  farther  obferved,  that  Milk  did  not 
agree  with  him,  rendering  him  coftive  (whether 
much  ufed  during  the  Laid  time  I  know  not )  but  this 
Obfervation  on  Milk  is  more  particularly  con¬ 
firm’d,  the  Impropriety  thereof,  as  hinted  in  the 
Cafe  of  D.  Hartley.  The  Charge  of  this  good 
Female’s  Medicines  (as  the  Laid  Mr.  Prefton  obfer¬ 
ved)  fuppofing  him  to  have  continued  it  a  Twelve- 
month,  mud  amount  to  about  50/.  which  Charge 
he  feem’d  to  complain  of ;  and  as  he  is  very  frugal, 
and  greatly  willing  to  fa ve  Charges,  fo  becaufe  I  told 
him  I  knew  theCompofition,  he  appeared  diffidently 
willing  to  be  indruded  therein-,  to  which  I  infinua- 
ted,  that  I  could  not  obferve  what  Advantage  I  or 
the  good  Woman  ihould  reap  by  acquainting  him 
therewith  s  though  I  had  at  the  fame  time,  in  gene- 
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ral,  told  him,  that  it  was  Soap  and  a  teftaceous Pow *• 
^r.  However,  Mankind  efteem  thofe  Things  moft 
which  are  kept  as  Secrets ,  and  are  the  mod  bid 
from  them  ;  thus  chufing  to  pay  the  moft  liberally 
for  being  deceived ,  or  kept  in  the  dark  ;  very  rare¬ 
ly  valuing  plain  or  open  Truths  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  they  muft  e’en  be  left  to  go  on  in  their  own 
way. 

VII. 

Mr.  Pain,  Butler  to  the  late  Serjeant  Bains ,  I 
was  next  inform’d  of,  asbeing  quite  well,  and  en¬ 
tirely  cured,  under  the  Care  of  Mrs.  Stephens ;  he 
inform’d  me  he  had  taken  her  Bolus’s  and  Powders 
for  fome  very  conftderable  time,  that  is  for  many 
Months,  to  little  or  no  Purpofe  :  after  which  fhe 
judged  proper  inftead  of  the  Soap-Bolus’s  to  give 
him  the  Bottle  of  SoapJVater  daily,  which  he  no 
fooner  the  firft  time  tafted ,  than  that  he  cry’d  out  to 
her ,  This  is  Soap:  on  which  fhe,  laughing,  replied. 
What  if  it  is?  at  the  fame  time  owning  it  to  he 
fo  i  yet  then  alio  pretended  and  told  him.  That 
was  not  the  principal  Thing  therein .  He,  after 
fome  Continuance  herewith,  found  himfelf  confi- 
derably  better,  efpecially  after  one  very  fevere 
Fit  he  had  therewith  •,  at  which  time  he  voided 
a  fome  what  foftifh  Suhftance,  fuppofed  (if  I  miftake 
not)  to  be  a  foftned  Stone.  In  a  word,  he  continued 
at  this  about  a  Year  and  a  Quarter,  before  he 
judged  himfelf  fufficiently  well  to  leave  it  off,  al¬ 
together.  During  which  time  fhe  advifed  him  not 
to  drink  red  Wine,  nor  to  eat  Cheefe,  Oyfters ,  or 
toafted  Bread.  The  firft  of  which  was,  no  doubt, 
very  proper  to  abftain  from,  and  poffibly  the  fe- 
cond  was  as  well  let  alone  •,  but  what  there  was 
much  material  or  injurious  in  the  laft,  to  wit,  the 
toafted  Bread,  is  what  I  cannot  well  obferve,  unlefs 
that  it  was  dryer  than  when  untoafted.  Thus  then 

C  2  it 
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it  is  to  be  taken  notice  of,  that  there  was  here  alfo 
an  Alteration  made  in  regard  to  his  Aliment  (as  ob- 
ferv’d  before  *,)  he  now  drunk  only  a  little  white  Wine 
wither  Bottle  of  Water  each  Day,  more  than  ufual, 
for  twelve  Months  or  longer.  But  even  fince  this  time, 
tho’  pretty  brijLk  and  well  when  I  faw  him,  yet  he  told 
me,  he  ftili  continued  to  void  the  fame  glary  Size 
as  before  fpoken  of:  Nay,  he  even  likewife  farther 
complain’d  of  Increafe  of  Pain,  and  Diforder  of  a- 
nother  Ailment :  He  faid,  ’tis  true,  he  was  afflic¬ 
ted  with  it  before,  though  not  fo  much,  which  I 
know  not  that  I  am  at  io  much  Liberty  to  name, 
fince  fome  incline  not  to  difcover  the  like  Ailment, 
tho’ I  may,  I  think,  fay,  that  a  Weaknels  or  Bearing- 
down  of  fome  Parts,  (fuppofing  it  fo)  I  fhall  nor, 
however,  over  pofidvefy  affirm  that  to  be  increafed 
by  the  great  Ule  of  this  favor acious  Medicine.  But 
even  at  bell,  is  there  any  great  Miracle  in  all  this  r 
to  find  a  Peffon  relieved  of  fuch  a  Malady  after  a 
continued  Ufe  of  Medicines  for  fifteen  Months  ?  Yes, 
fay  they,  but  we  have  long  tried  a  Phyfician :  Yes, 
fay  I,  but  longer  hill  when  they  have  tried  both. 

N.  B.  Pie  has  had  another  Fit  lately. 

viip 

Mr.  Bolton  from  N ewe  a  file  ^  one  likewife  quoted 
in  D.  Hartley’s  Cafes,  a  Patient  alfo  of  Mrs.  Ste¬ 
phens*^  who  I  believe  did  continue  her  Medicines  in 
the  like  regular  Manner  as  is  mention’d  in  his 
Cafe;  after  ren  Weeks  taking  it,  he  thought  of  lea¬ 
ving  it  off  (as  there  fpoke  of)  till  encouraged  by 
me  to  go  on  with  it  for  two  or  three  Weeks  longer , 
(he  being  come  for  that  Purpofe  ;)  after  which  he 
accordingly  begun  to  find  himfelf  more  eafy,  as 
there  faid  ;  though  before  this,  fhe  fo  over-loaded 
and  over-dos’d  him  with  her  Medicines,  as  to  puc 
him  to  inexpreffable  and  infufferable  Pain:  When 
on  his  great  Complaint  thereof  to  me,  I  advifed 

and 
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and  alfo  told  him,  to  tell  her,  that  I  recommended 
it  as  the  fafer  Method  to  forbear  both  as  to  Quan¬ 
tity  and  Frequency  of  taking  her  Medicines;  fo 
that  for  fome  days  he  took  not  above  half  fuch 
Quantity  as  before,  until  he  found  himfelf  mom 
capable  of  going  on  with  the  full  Quantities .  I,  all 
along,  or  even  before  he  begun  to  take  it,  told  him 
I  welt  knew  what  the  whole  was ,  and  as  I  judo-’d  it 
might  be  ofufe  to  him,  more  efpecially  the  Liquid^ 
fo  I  rather  encouraged  him  in  the  Continuance 
thereof  than  otherwife  :  Although  according  to 
his  own  Confellion,  the  Powders  did  never  agree 
with  him ,  much  injuring  his  Afthma ,  he  alfo  freely 
and  frequently  owned  to  me  (as  well  as  confirmed 
by  his  Nurfe)  that,  of  the  palling  and  entirely  ta¬ 
king  away  his  Stomachy  or  Appetite ,  by  the  great 
Loads,  or  the  fo  frequent  Ufe  of  the  Powders  and 
Soap-Water  (though  no  way  taken  any  notice  of  in 
his  Cafe  ;)  yet  how  could  it  well  be  expe&ed  other- 
wife  in  one  in  the  68th  Year  of  his  Age?  From 
hence  then  it  was  plainly  obfervable,  both  by  him¬ 
felf  as  well  as  his  Nurfe ,  &c.  that  he  eat  little  or 
nothing,  at  lead,  much  lefs  than  ufual  ;  fo  that 
it  might  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  an  artificial 
Starving:  Nor  could  there  thus  confequently  be 
fuch  an  Increafe  of  Humours ,  Size,  or  fo,  to  create 
fandy  Subdance.  To  which  may  be  added,  a  greater 
Care  and  Ufe  of  more  fo  ft,  light,  and  eafy  diged- 
ing  Aliment,  a  dill  greater  Abdinence  from  ftron ? 
or  fpirituous  Brinks  than  before,  with  the  addition¬ 
al  Quantity  of  a  Quart  of  W ater  daily  more  than 
his  ulual.  This  I  may  fay,  with  the  long  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  Oil  and  Salt  therewith  (fo  frequently 
nfed  by  the  Profeffion,)  or  Sugar,  a  kind  of  Salt 
alfo,  as  Syrups  are,  is  it,  I  fay  then,  any  way  mi- 
■  ' ms ,  dran^e,  or  wonderful,  that  any  fuch  Per- 

fon  fhould  find  himfelf  better,  or  relieved  thereby, 
after  the  fo  going  on  (with  all  the  Care,  Exad> 


(  H  ) 

nefs,  and  Obfervation  imaginable^  for  feven  or 
eight  Months  together  ?  But  why,  fay  they,  did 
not  Phyficians  do  it  ?  I  can  only  fay,  that  if  it  is 
his  or  any  other’s  Misfortune  not  to  meet  with, 
to  know,  find  out,  or  to  diftinguifh  a  knowing 
and  able  Phyftcian  from  another  ;  or  not  to  know 
how  to  chufe,  or  to  decide  by  common  Senfe 
and  Reafon  rather  than  from  common  Vogue,  great 
Hurry  and  Confufion  (even  in  Bufinefs)  Show,  or 
Intereft  ;  this  or  fuch-like  Incapacity,  or  Deficien¬ 
cy  of  Difcernment,  is  not  my  Fault.  But  who,  I 
fay,  would  continue  or  go  on  with  fuch  a  Load  of 
naufeous  Stuff  with  fo  much  incredible  Patience 
and  Obfervation  for  fo  long  together,  with  any, 
even  the  able  ft  Phyfician  in  Town  ?  but  to  have 
changed  him,  and  probably  half  a  Score  more  in  a 
far  lefs  Time.  Or  is  it  yet  any  ftrange  or  uncom¬ 
mon  Thing  to  find  a  Patient  very  greatly,  or 
much  relieved  after  fome  Months  Ule  only  of  the 
Scarborough  or  Tunbridge  Waters  (alfo  thereby  to 
void  Stones  and  Gravel,  &c,)  io  to  carry  off  a  Fit, 
or  Ailment  of  fuch-like  Malady  ?  Surely  this  is  what 
is,  and  daily  may  be  obferv’d  by  all  Men.  1  o 
conclude  then  as  to  the  particular  Cale  of  Mr, 
Bolton  ;  whate’er  Advantage  he  might  reap  by  my 
Cautions  of  Forbearance  of  her  Medicines,  when  o- 
ver-done  *,  or  by  my  Advice  of  Continuance  thereof, 
when  he  was  grown  tired ,  and  ready  to  give  them 
over  ;  it  was  not  only  he  that  reap’d  the  Benefit 
thereof,  but  fhe  folely  reap’d  th t  pecuniary  Profit,  as 
well  as  the  foie  Credit  and  Reputation  of  the  whole . 

IX. 

Mr.  Stiles9 s  Cafe,  alfo  publifhed  by  D.  Hartley , 
in  his  laft  Book  of  Cafes,  being  the  47th  there  men¬ 
tioned  ;  rather  fuppofes  than  proves  the  laid  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Malady  to  have  been  a  Stone ,  or  Gravel : 

Since  he  owns,  that  he  voided  neither  by  the  Ufe 

of 
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of  Mrs.  Stephens's  Medicine ,  though  continued  for 
Jive  Months.  But  grew  free,  fays  this  Author,  from 
his  Complaints,  and  has  continued  fo  ever  fince  be  left 
off  the  Medicines ,  which  is  more  than  half  a  Tear * 
February  7,  1 738-9,  As  to  the  Veracity  of  this 
Account,  I  humbly  beg  this  ingenious  Author's 
F ardon ,  if  I  do,  and  muft  needs  differ  with  him  in 
that  Particular  (though  he  perhaps  then  knew  no 
better.)  Yet  it  is  certainly  true,  that  this  very 
worthy  Gentleman  Mr,  Stiles ,  with  whom  f  was 
well  acquainted,  had  been  ill  of  a  feverifh  Malady 
for  the  Space  of  three  or  four  Weeks,  that  is  to¬ 
wards  Chriftmas ,  about  three  Months  after  the  ta¬ 
king  of  Mrs.  Stephens's  Medicines,  and  towards 
fix  Weeks  before  the  forefaid  Date,  as  may  be  6b- 

lerved  from  this  fame  Author’s  Alteration  as  a~ 
bove. 

And  now  I  am  next  willing  to  remark  on  the 
fame  Subject,  that  foon  after  the  Date  here  men¬ 
tioned  (if  not  /fill  much  indifpofed  from  that  very 
Time  I  fpeak  of )  this  fame  greatly  efleemed  Per- 
fon,  did  again  fill  ill  of  a  long  and  lingring  I]]nefs 
feemingly  tending  to  the  J&ericat,  or  JaundiceTikt 
kind  of  Malady  ;  of  which  Indilpofition  D.  Han¬ 
ley  can  be  no  way  infen fible,  fince  he  attended  him 
therein  until  be  gave  him  over.  The  Patient  lafth 
died  thereof  feveral  *  Months  thereafter,  and  in  fuch 
a  very  hard  and  deplorable  State,  as  that  his  Con¬ 
dition  was  highly  to  be  lamented  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

.  During  which  time  of  D.  Hartley  his  attending 
him,  this  Praftitioner  obferving  the'Difficulties,  or 
Improbability  of  over-coming  and  curing  his  Ma¬ 
lady,  did  accordingly  prove  inclinable  to  have  fame 

other 

,  Si*  Months  Ulnefs,  and  it  is  even  averted,  that  he  was 
taken  io  before  the  Date  mentioned  by  D.  Hartley:  Nay,  that 
iie  then  attended  him  before  the  7th  of  Febf  1738-0.  end 
Presented  him  with  the  faid  Book  when  ill  in  Bed. 
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other  Phyfician  called  in,  fo  to  bear  fomepart  of  the 
Blame  (if  afterwards  judged  to  be  a  mifmanaged 
Affair  •,)  in  fhort,  to  take  a  Share  with  him  in  the 
Difcredit  of  the  Patient’s  Dying,  and  not  to  have 
that  to  happen  under  his  own  Hands  alone. 

And  thus  it  was  that  another  Phyfician  of  E- 
minence,  &c.  was  call’d  in,  at  which  Readinefs  of 
the  faid  noted  Pradtitioner’s  coming  (on  fuch- 
like  Occafion)  I  muft  freely  own,  I  was  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  furpriz’d,  and  even  forry  to  hear  he  fhould 
be  fo  ready,  in  the  lead  to  have  been  concerned 
with  any  fuch  undertaking  Practitioner  •,  in  all  Ap¬ 
pearance,  more  fit  to  join  with  Mrs.  Stephens  than 
with  thofe  of  a  more  regular  Education.  Nay, 
it  is  even  related  by  this  fame  worthy  Family ,  that 
it  was  as  yet  further  intended  for  the  Patient, 
jf  ill  to  have  taken  the  faid  Female's  Medicine  in  cafe 
he  fhould,  a  little,  have  recovered  from  the  very 
bad  and  fo  low  State  he  then  was  in. 

And  now  it  may  not  be  amifs  I  acquaint  my 
Reader,  that  this  fame  Gentleman  Mr.  Stiles ,  had 
for  a  very  great  number  of  Years  been  regularly 
attended,  with  long  and  frequent  Fits  of  the  Gout , 
(particularly  of  latter  Years,)  and  which  indeed  he 
was  never  any  more  vifited  with  (at  leaft  no  way 
regularly)  after  the  having  taken  this  faid  Woman's 
Medicines  ;  which  feems  to  me  to  have  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Effed,  to  wit,  the  occafioning  a  far  great¬ 
er  Secretion  of  Urine  than  he  ufed  formerly  to  have 
before  taking  of  that  Medicine  ;  in  a  word,  it 
feems  plainly  to  have  altered  the  natural  Courfe  of 
the  gouty  Humour ,  ufualiy  in  his  Blood,  by  the  un¬ 
common  Force  and  extraordinary  Tendency  of  fuch 
Medicines,  carrying  or  hurrying  the  faid  Fluid  to 
the  Kidneys ;  at  the  fame  time  dilating,  forcing, 
and  opening,  as  they  went,  theVefiels  thro’  which 
they  pafs’d,  particularly  thofe  of  the  urinary  Kind, 
on  which  they  principally  operated. 

And 
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And  then  fo  it  was,  that  though  fome  Humours 
might  thus  be  difcharged,  and  the  Patient  become  a 
little  more  eafy  for  fome  ffiort  Time  (perhaps  from 
the  fame  kind  of  Humour  likewifeattendingtheBlad- 
der.)  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  general  Courfe  of  the 
Fluids  and  Humours,  being  thus  more  efpecially  fe- 
cern’d,  and  carried  off  this  Way  ;  the  Courfe  of 
Nature  mult  Confequently  become  fo  entirely  al¬ 
ter’d,  and  not  any  more  as  formerly  to  difcharge  the 
forefaid  common  gouty  Humour,  as  it  had  ufually 
done  before  on  the  Extremities,  fuch  as  the  Feet,  or 
Hands.  And  thus  alfo  it  appears  to  have  been,  that 
upon  leaving  off  the  faid  faline,  foapy  Medicines,  or 
Diuretics,  the  fame  generated  gouty  Humour  then 
came  to  be  mix’d  with  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  ; 
Nature  not  being  able  any  more  (from  Reafons  before 
hinted  at)  to  throw  it  into  the  Extremities  as  fhe 
ufually  had  done. 

From  hence  it  likewife  feems  apparent,  that  the 
faid  Ifferical  or  Jaundice-like  Malady  enfued  :  more 
efpecially  on  the  entire  leaving  the  farther  Ufe 
of  fuch  falc  or  foapy  Medicines,  fo  much  given 
with  the  greateft  Succefs  in  all  Iciefical  Ailments. 
In  a  word,  even  fo  it  happen’d,  together  with  a 
Mortification  of  one  of  the  Extremities  (to  wit,  the 
Foot,)  that  this  greatly  to  be  regretted  Patient  made 
his  final  Exit.  As  to  the  Veracity  of  what,  here  may 
be  advanced,  I  do  appeal  to  that  Family,  fSc.  and 
I  dare  fay  they  wifh  he  had  never  ufed  her  Medicine* 

And  now  without  troubling  the  Publick  or  my- 
fe If  further,  in  running  after  a  Multitude  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  or  examining  any  farther  (fince  that  would  be 
endlefs)  thefe  nine  Cafes  here  related,  will  I  imagine 
be  fully  Efficient  to  fatisfy  fuch  who  truly  incline 
to  examine,  with  the  greateft  Impartiality,  into 
that  Affair. 

And  next,  it  may  not  be  altogether  amifs,  that 
I  take  fome  Notice  alfo  of  the  fifth  Condition  in 

D  *hi 
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this  Author’s  Book,  where  he  fays,  It  appears  from 
the  Experiments  of  Monf  Litter,  in  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Royal  Academy ,  for  the  Tear  1720,  from  thofe  of 
Dr.  Hales,  in  his  Hce?naftaticks ,  and  from  what  I 
have  here  publiftt d,  that  common  Water  of  feveral 
Sorts ,  is  able  to  dijfolve  a  Variety  of  Stones  taken  from 
the  human  Body .  This  fhews ,  that  an  acrimonious 
Menftruu?n  is  not  neceflfary  for  that  Purpofe :  and 
that  even  the  mere  Aqueoufnefs  of  Urine ,  may  perhaps 
have  a  diffolving  Efficacy ,  ij  its  concreting. y  incrufiing 
Quality  could  be  fir  ft  deftroy'd.  I  mu  ft  now,  on  this 
Remark, of  the  ingenious  Author,  oblerve  to  my 
Reader,  T.  hat  a  few  Weeks,  or  Months  at  fartheft, 
before  the  publifhing  his  excellent  Book  of  Cafes, 
in  convention  I  then  acquainted  him,  that  Stones 
and  Gravel  were  frequently  palled  and  brought  a- 
way  (poftibly  confum’d  alio)  by  the  foie  Ufe  of 
Tunbridge ,  Scarborough ,  or  other  Water.  To 
which  his  .Anfwer  was,  He  did  not  know  any  thing 
of  that ,  though  he  would  now,  by  what  he  relates 
above,  feem  to  be  of  another  Opinion . 

However,  let  this  Gentleman’s  Pradice,  of 
which  we  have  been  fpeaking,  or  his  Opinions,  be 
what  it  lifts,  ’tis  certain  that  by  following  this  good 
Woman,  feveral  fuch-like  Patients  have  been  in- 
confiderate  enough,  likewife  to  follow  him;  and 
fie  has  thus  crept  into  a  pretty  deal  of  Pradice  in 
that  Way.  Neither  are  even  fome  Apothecaries 
backward  (To  they  find  their  Account  therein)  to 
be  concerned  in  fuch-like  Bufinefs.  But  why,  in¬ 
deed,  may  it  not  well  be  allowed  in  them,  when 
even  the  Phyficians  ot  the  Hofpitals  receive  her  in¬ 
to  their  Hofpitals,  with  her  Diredions  for  fuch-like 

Patients ;  to  their  Credit  be  it  recorded  to  all  future 
Ages. 

But  to  conclude ;  after  my  Readers  have  perijfed 
the  forefaid  Cafes,  together  with  the  Part  (by  me 
ajlo  firft  publilhed)  call’d  Mrs.  Stephens’.*  Receipt , 

with 
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with  proper  Observations  and  Explanations  thereon ? 
&c.  they  may  then  be  more  able  to  difcover,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  whole  I  have  done  Juftice  to  that  Perfon , 
and  her  Caufe ,  as  well  as  to  her  Adherents  and  Fol¬ 
lowers.  Thus  they,  as  well  as  the  Fruftees^  or  the 
Publick,  may  likewife  farther  obferve,  whether  I 
have  not  in  Reality ,  or  in  EffeCl,  made  a  true  and 
effectual)  as  well  as  a  fine  ere  Di/covery  of  the  real  ef¬ 
fective  Medicine  ;  which  was  pretended  to  as  a 
mighty  Secret ,  and  at  laft  difeover’d  by  her  for  the 
publick  Benefit.  That  I  d  if  covered  and  made  it 
known,  at  leaft,  a  Year  or  more  before  fhe  did, 
and  that  too  without  the  leaft  Preliminary,  inte- 
refted  bargaining  for  a  Gratuity,  or  any  certain  Re¬ 
ward,  from  any  Particulars,  fuch  as  with  the  Sub¬ 
scribers  to  her,  or  the  Publick.  But  fince  now 
her  Difcoveries  have  been  thought  worthy,  nay 
have  even  been  determined  and  agreed  upon,  with 
her  (by  way  of  Bargain)  to  be  deferving  of  full 
Encouragement,  and  a  generous  Reward ;  I  muft 
refer,  and  can  only  leave  it  to  fuch,  or  the  Pub¬ 
lick,  to  determine  alfo,  whether  he  who  in  Effetft, 
frankly,  freely,  and  generoufty,  before  difeovered 
it  (as  above)  without  then  any  farther  interefted 
Views,  does  not  now  neverthelefs  (fince  the  fore- 
faid  Determinations  have  been  made  in  her  behalf 
by  the  Publick)  even  fully  as  well  deferve  (if  not 
more)  fuch  Reward,  or  the  larger  Share  thereof, 
than  even  fhe  this  notable  Female ,  in  her  forefaid  in¬ 
terefted  manner  of  doing,  as  well  as  feemingly  (when 
confidered)  the  infincere  manner  of  the  Difcovery, 
more  obfervable,  by  my  Remarks  on  her  Receipt . 

Yet  it  may,  ’tis  true,  ftill  be  alledged,  that  I 
did  not  make  fuch  a  very  formal  and  open  Difcove¬ 
ry  thereof  in  the  Gazette ,  or  publick  Papers ,  as  Hie 
has  done.  To  this  I  readily  and  eafily  reply,  that 
I  apprehend,  I  did  all  that  any  private  Perfon  could 
well  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  able  to  do,  as  may 

D  2  bet- 
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Better  be  obferved  from  the  Letters  here  inferted. 
Could  any  private  Subjedt  do  more  (who  has  not 
extraordinary  Intereft  in  what  may  concern  the 
Publick)  than  firft  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  one  at  the 
head  of  the  Profeffion,  who  has  great  Intereft  with 
Mankind,  and  in  high  Credit  with  them  in  the  way 
of  his  Profeffion  ?  acquainting  fuch  that  he  intended 
to  publifh  a  Letter  in  the  publick  Prints,  directed 
to  him  (the  faid  Phyfician)  with  his  Name  thereto, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Author:  Which  Letter  the  Au¬ 
thor  then  delivered  to  him  (and  which  heread)  there*? 
in  actually  difcovering  the  Purport  of  the  whole  Se¬ 
cret,  as  is  obferv’d  in  the  Letter  hereto  annexed.  Up¬ 
on  which  the  faid  noted  Practitioner  was  pleafed  to  ex- 
cufe  himfelf  (as  there  likewife  related)  defiring,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  I  would  not  mention  his  Name  there¬ 
in,  infinuating  that  this  Female  had  many  Great  Men 
of  high  Diftindion,  who  fupported  her  Intereft, 
and  that  he  might  confequently  thus  difoblige  fuch, 
and  by  them  probably  he  would  only  be  confider’d 
as  an  invidious  Perfon.  oran  Enemy  to  the  good 
Woman.  What  was  I  next  then  to  d.o,  but  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  publifh  it  in  one  of  the  publick  Papers? 
Which  was  alfo  ffiun’d  by  fuch  Proprietors  of  that 
Paper,  or  Papers,  as  has  been  faid,  to  wit,  for  fear 
of  fuch  Great  Perfonages  (her  noted  Patrons,)  or 
that  of  being  profecuted  by  Law  for  prejudicing  or 
hindering  of  her  Subfcription. 

And  next,  befidesall  thefe  Difficulties,  to  hinder 
my  then  farther  Proceedure  in  this  Affair,  I  as  yet 
confidered,  and  alfo  very  well  knew,  that  if  not- 
withftanding  all  thefe  Hazards,  or  Difficulties,  I 
neverthelefs  ffiould  perfift,  and  at  that  time  pub¬ 
lifh  the  fame  *,  what  would  it  then  have  avail’d  ? 
or  what  would  have  been  the  great  Ufe  thereof? 
Since  hardly  any  one  Perfon  would  have  been  any 
way  fatisfy’d  therewith  :  Nay,  poffibly  even  but 
few  if  any  of  the  Profeffion  ;  fince  they  as  moft  o- 
hers  would  ftill  have  been  hoping  for  far  greater 

Dif- 
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Difcoveries :  as  well  as  that  moft  or  all  would  ne* 
verthelefs  have  remain’d  in  doubt,  whether  it  was 
the  fame  Medicine  ufed  by  her.  In  fine,  they 
would  never  have  been  fatisfy’d  of  its  being  the 
Right,  until  they  had  it  from  her! elf. 

Thus,  then,  I  muft  now  leave  what  I  have  here 
laid  to  the  more  ferious  Confideration  of  my  pene¬ 
trating  Readers,  or  the  Publick,  whether  or  not  I 
have  laid  and  done  fufficient  on  this  Subjed:  ?  And 
whether  I  accordingly  deferve  their  farther  Notice, 
Confideration,  or  Reward  ? 

The  following  Letter  was  intended  to  b  e  put  into  the 
Grub-ftreet  Journal,  (whilft yet  in  Being,)  and  was 
accordingly  read  before  that  Society  *,  but  they  mftft- 
ing  that  the  Author  Jhould  ftgn  bis  Name  thereto  ( for 
their  farther  Security )  and  he  refufing,  that  jt  was 
drop'd . 

To  the  Author— - ~ 

SIR, 

IT  has  hitherto,  you  know,  been  the  common 
Opinion,  that  every  Individual  is  obliged,  all 
he  can,  to  ferve  the  Publick.  Yet  this,  atprefent, 
feems  to  be  a  very  unfalhionable  Opinion,  and  not 
much  minded.  Let  that  however  be  as  it  will,  I 
know  not,  as  to  my  own  Particular,  whether  on 
the  old-fafhion’d  Way  of  Reafoning,  I  can  proper-* 
ly  reckon  my  felf  called  upon  in  behalf  of  the  Pub¬ 
lick,  occafion’d  by  the  Advertifements  lately  ad- 
drefs’d  to  it  concerning  Mrs.  Stephens's  Medi¬ 
cine.  Yet  left  it  fhould  be  lb,  that  I  ought  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Caufe  and  Defence  of  Truth,  I  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  here  ventured  to  fend  you  the  following 
Hints  for  publick  Ufe ,  if  the  Publick  fhall  judge 
them  any  way  worthy  their  Acceptance.  I  thought 
at  firft  then  to  have  addrefs’d  this  Letter  to  fome 
one  at  the  Head  of  the  Profeffion,  fuppofed  to  be 
a  better  Judge  of  thefe  Matters  than  you  may  be  j 

but 
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but  having  now  altered  my  Defign,  for  Reafons  I 
fnall  not  trouble  the  Publick  or  you  with,  I  will 
fuppofe  you.  Sir,  to  be  Foreman  of  the  Jury,  or 
general  Affembly  of  the  ProfefTion  and  IVlankind, 
fo  to  determine  with  their  Afliftance,  as  you  judge 
moft  proper.  I  fliall  firft  then  acquaint  you,  that 
on  my  informing  fome  of  Reputation  in  the  Pro- 
feffion,  that  I  could  give  fome  farther  Light,  and 
a  more  particular  Account  of  thefe  Matters  than 
that  hitherto  publifh’d  by  D.  Hartley  \  it  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  afk’d  me,  Why  I  did  not  then  do 
it?  To  which  I  reply 5 d,  What  is  there  to  be  got 
by  fo  doing  ?  The  Anfwer  was,  Reputation .  Repu¬ 
tation  !  faid  1  ;  all  to  be  expc&ed  is,  that  the  Pro- 
feffion  in  general  (may  probably)  be  but  too  ready 
to  fay,  Foh  1  this  Scribler  has  acquainted  us  with 
nothin?  new ;  or  inftru&ed  us  in  naught  but  what  we 
knew  before,  and  fomuch  for  Reputation  y  other  wife 
af  bed:,  Pr  obit  as  laudatur  &  alget .  So  the  Good¬ 
man,  or  Author,  may  gam  his  belly-rull  of  Praife, 
or  Reputation ,  yet  ftarve  at  the  lame  time.  I  could 
methinks  write  a  whole  Volume  on  this  Subjed  of 
Reputation.  Nay,  when  it  has  even  rofe  to  thegreat- 
eft  heighth,  there  has  but  very  rarely  been  much  got 
thereby  in  the  vyay  of  writing  of  Books :  1  he  Lord 
Bacon  and  Hudibras  died  in  a  ftarving  Condition, 
for  all  their  Reputation.  And  ftis  well  if  Sir  1 — -c 
had  died  much  better,  had  it  not  been  for  a  certain 
Chance ,  well  enough  known.  Neither  did  Milton  or 
Hr  Hen  fare  much  better.  But  to  bring  it  more  home 
to  the  prefent  purpofe  *,  you  will  no  doubt,  with 
the  forefaid  Afiiftance,  be  very  fenhble,  Sir,  that 
in  fpite  of  all  the  Reputation  gain’d  in  this  way  by 
writing  phyfical  Books  in  Ratcliff *s  time,  yetwhilft 
he  lived  he  ftill  run  away  with  the  Money.  Nay, 
I  have  heard  a  noted  Author,  and  great  PraRition- 
er,  facetioufty  fay,  That  there  was  much  more  got 

by  writing  of  Bills  than  by  writing  of  Books  *,  and  i 
' 1  dare 
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dare  venture  to  affirm,  that  molt  fuch,  as  well  as 
Ratcliff,  were  or  are  of  the  fame  Opinion,  in  a 
word,  I  find,  that  (as  times  go)  when  a  Man  has 
Money  he  has  Reputation ;  whether  he  attains  to 
fuch  Riches  by  Marriage,  Recommendation,  or  o- 
therwife.  However,  I  am  not  quite  fo  ftiff,  but 
that  I  can  freely  enough  drop  fame  Hints  (to 
the  Publick)  on  this  Subject,  without  being  at  the 
lame  time  much  folicitous,  or  any  way  anxious  of 
gaining  either  Inter  eft  or  Reputation  thereby.  I  be¬ 
lieve  then  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  I  was  the  frit 
who  frankly  and  openly  declared  this  good  Female’s 
Medicine  to  be  Soap  \  to  wit,  the  Pills,  or  Bolus, 
made  up  with  fome  Teflaceous  Powder,  or  fuch* 
like,  to  difguife  it.  The  Liquid  being  the  fame 
diffolved  with  Water,  fometimes  more  or  Jefs  dif- 
guifed,  &c.  Thus  I  have  fines  heard  fome  of  the 
Profeffion  (as  if  their  own  Difcovery,  without  the 
leaft  Notice  of  me)  moft  learnedly  holding  forth 
on  the  great  Virtues  of  Soap.  It  is,  however,  well 
enough  known,  that  Soap  Draughts  have  frequent¬ 
ly  and  many  Years  ago  been  advifed  for  Gravel, 
&c.  Now,  as  to  the  Powders  in  particular,  I  have 
already  aliened  them  to  be  burnt  Oy ft  er -/hells  mix’d 
with  Nitre  •,  or  that  prepared,  as  the  SalprunelL  (of¬ 
ten  very  unequally  dofed  by  her  in  the  like  intend¬ 
ed  Papers.)  The  Account  of  thele  Medicines  I 
Jong  fince  fent  to  Newcaftle,  to  Mr.  BoltorPs  Sou 
(who  I  doubt  not  will  own  it)  even  before,  or  as 
foon  as  his  Father  began  to  take  the  [aid  Medicines: 
at  the  fame  time,  facetioufly  telling  him  they 
might  thus  alfo  go  on  and  pra&ife  in  like  manner  at 
Newcaftle.  Thus  then  as  I  have  already,  and  do  ftili 
affert  this  to  be  fo,  I  do  at  the  fame'  time  affirm, 
that  when  ulcover  d  for  the  propofed  Reward  it 
will  not  be  .found  any  way  materially  to  differ  freen 
this.  *^ow,  as  totheDofings?  that*  Sir,  ought  to 
be  according  to  the  Diferetion  of  the  Phyfician ; 

duly 
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duly  proportioned  to  the  Patient  his  Cafe  and  Con* 
ftitution*  &c.  a  Knowledge  this  good  Female  ap¬ 
pears  but  too  much  a  Stranger  to,  of  which  I  could 
give  many  Pittances  Were  it  neceffary,  or  worth  the 
while,  be  (ides  that  of  Mr.  Bolton  in  particular* 
Who  intermitted  or  lefien’d  his  Quantities  to  at 
lead  one  half;  or  even  a  whole  Day’s  Intermiffion, 
when  violently  rack'd  with  Pain  by  her  over-do - 
fing.  Neither  do  I  think  that  he  will  deny,  I  ad- 
vifed  him  fo  *,  fince  I  even  bid  him  to  tell  Mrs. 
Stephens ,  That  I  advifed  both  him  and  her  Jo  to  do , 
as  being  the  moft  Jafe  Method  to  be  followed.  I  alfo 
told  her  when  he  was  ready  to  leave  it  off  (as  men¬ 
tion*  d  in  his  Cafe,)  fiill  to  continue  it  for  fame  Weeks 
longer ,  fince  he  came  fa  far  for  that  Purpofe ,  and  that 
he  had  begun  it  :  That  I,  at  the  fame  time,  like- 
wife  told  him  it  was  no  Secret  to  me ;  nay,  that  1  had 
cured  fuch  Malady  by  a  much  more  eafy  Method .  And 
now  it  may  not  be  amifs  I  alfo  obferve,  That  even 
fhe  herfelf  appears  plainly  not  to  know  the  Caufe , 
or  the  Reafon  of  fome  time  fucceeding,  and  other 
times  to  have  worfe  Succefs  *,  nor  will  others  in  ge¬ 
neral  know  it  any  more  than  (he,  even  when  fhe 
has  difiover’d  her  Medicine ,  Mr.  Bolton  (probably 
her  beft  Inftance)  likewife  allows,  and  affirms,  that 
the*  Powders  did  never  agree  with  him ,  (till  injuring 
his  *AJlhma ,  &c.  But  now.  Sir,  if  then  it  fhould 
thus  come  to  appear,  that  I  long  fince,  or  even 
now,  have  difaovePd  this  Medicine  without  any  View 
of  Reward ,  yet  I  cannot  imagine  but  that  I  fhould 
deferve  at  lead  as  well  one  half  of  the  faid  Reward , 
as  the  Propofer  thereof  deferves  the  other.  But 
this  muft  be  left  to  the  Difcretion  and  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  the  Contributors  ,  whether  reafanable ,  &c# 
Neither  has  fhe  already  been  ill  rewarded  for  what 

fhe 

*  This  was  whilft  the  private  Subfcription  went  on. 

f  N>  B.  Calcin’d  Shells,  whether  of  Eggs,  or  Oyfters,  are 
much  the  fame  in  virtue. 
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fhe  has  hitherto  done.  Yet  alas !  Sir,  what  be  all 
thefe  mighty  Feats  thus  perform’d  ?  To  me  I  moft 
fincerely  do  declare  they  no  way  appear  fo  wonder¬ 
ful,  as  to  fame  (even  of  the  Piofdfion,  which  I 
am  forry  to  lay.)  Do  not  all  men,  the  leaft  ob- 
ferving,  find  that  hundreds  of  People  daily  are  re¬ 
lieved,  and  void  Stones  and  Gravel  by  the  Ufe  of 
the  Scarborough  or  Tunbridge  JVaters  ?  more  efpeci- 
ally  ufeful  when  ufed  with  Exercife.  Thus  alfo, 
every  one  of  the  Profefiion  will  I  believe  readi¬ 
ly  enough  agree,  that  Oil  and  Syrup ,  as  that  of 
Marfh-m allow j,  &c.  continued  for  the  fpace  of  a 
Twelve-month  (as  fhe  does)  or  even  a  lefs  Time ,  will 
bring  away  Gravely  &c,  and  fo  alfo  render  the  Pa¬ 
tient  much  more  eafy  :  This,  in  effed,  being  only 
Oil  and  Salt,  as  her’s  is,  tho*  not  fo  violent  a  Salt . 
Tho’  none  of  the  Profeffion  furely  would  be  able  to 
perfuade  a  Patient  to  continue  fuch  Remedy  fo  long 9 
even  though  fo  much  more  agreeable  than  her’s  is* 
But  I  cannot  forbear  taking  fome  little  Notice  of 
thofe  of  the  Profeffion,  the  Recommenders  of  this 
Medicine  to  the  Publicity  as  miraculous ,  or  a  none - 
fuch  Remedy.  Have  they  then  thus  ftudied ,  and 
received  Degrees  of  being  fuffiiciently  knowing  in  this 
Profeffion  (perhaps  from  fuch  alfo,  but  too  much 
deficient ;)  and,  at  the  fame  time  I  fay,  fo  much 
to  admire ,  follow ,  and  take  the  hidden  Noftrums  of 
a  Woman,  not  in  the  leaft  pretending  ever  to  have 
ftudied  this  Art*  the  Nature  of  Medicine ,  Aliment ,  or 
that  of  human  Bodies ,  &c.  Nay  they  even  own¬ 
ing  alfo  to  have  continued  fuch  on  themfelves  near 
twelve  Months,  without  the  leaft  Succefs  ;  and  fo 
ftilltogoon;  Verily ,  Verily ,  if  this  be  the  Cafe^  that 
fhe  ftill  knows  more  than  they  do ,  methinks  fhe  even 
full  as  well  deferves  her  Degrees  alfo:  or  fuch  of  the 
Profeffion  who  admire  her,  fhould  Pen  ftudy  under 
her>  or  ferve  their  Time  to  her ,  Have  not  fome  in 

E  this 
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this  Way  greatly  admired ,  and  run  after  a  Rabbit * 
Woman ,  or  an  itinerant  pretending  Oculifi  f  Yet  that 
th6fe  not  bred  to  the  Profefiion  fhould  be  fond  of 
running  after  fuch  Novelties ,  feems  no  way  ftrange  5 
fince  this  Town  muft  dill  have  a  May-pole  once  a 
Year  at  lead,  to  dance  and  flare  at !  For  my  own 
part  (being  one  of  the  Profefiion)  were  I  poflefled 
with  fuch  an  unknowing ,  idle  Way  of  Thinking,  I 
would  dire&ly  renounce  all  Pretenfions  thereto ,  as 

finding  my  felf  too  greatly  inefficient * - or  others 

wife  I  fhould  imagine,  that  a  true  Knowledge  of 
Cures  is  only  to  be  attain’d  by  chance .  I  am,  at 
the  fame  time,  heartily  firry  to  fay  fo  much  on  this 
Plead,  being  I  take  the  principal  Recommender  to 
be  both  a  Man  of  Merit  and  Integrity ,  (but  Truth 
will  out  on  this  Occafion,)  yet  1  know  not,  I  fay, 
whether  he  might  not  be  full  as  fuccefsful  in  ano¬ 
ther  Way.  Neverthelefsj  for  all  that  has  been  ad¬ 
vanced,  I  would  not  have  the  World  in  the  lead 
to  imagine,  that  I  am  above  learning  from  wild  In¬ 
dians,  or  even  from  Brutes  themlelves,  the  Ufe  of 
the  mo  ft  fimple  Roots ,  or  fuch-like,  any  way  new, 
or  truly  ufefuU  But  this  Medicine  has  in  reality 
been  robbed  from  the  Profefiion ,  having  been  ufed 
and  taught  by  them  many  Ages  ago.  Now,  Why 
then,  cry  they,  do  not  the  Phyficians  ufe  it  ?  I  fay 
they  do  when  needful  ;  yet  cannot  fo  effectually 
perfuade  a  Continuance  as  this  good  Woman  can . 
Tetit  fuffice,  I  fay,  that  all  Idthontriptics ,  or  Stone- 
driverSj  do  bring  away  Gravel ,  or  even  fometimes 
may  wear  away  or  diminifh  fame  Stones but  fuch 
are  to  be  ufed  properly,  and  that  too  by  a  skilful 
Hand.  Nay,  it  feems  indeed  beyond  all  difpute, 
that  the  moil  violent  Drivers,  and  the  quickefi  Stone- 
breakers  (fuppofing  fuch)  are  at  the  fame  tune  the 
mod  dangerous ;  probably  fufficiently  to  be  proved 
from  the  extravagant  Ufe  of  this  very  Medicine .  So 

that 
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that  they  may  fave  themfelves  the  Labour  of  pro¬ 
ving  it  to  be  the  very  great  eft*  Neither  is  it  any 
way  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  as  fome  may,  that  I 
am  in  the  lead  an  Enemy  to  the  Propofer ,  being,  as 
has  been  obferved,  I  have  even  advifed  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  her  Medicine ,  yet  I  am  not  for  her  or  her 
Adherents  endeavouring  to  run  fuch  great  Lengths 
therewith.  Thus,  I  have  done  no  lefs  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  hoard’s  Drops  (to  wit,  antimonial  Wine) 
alfo  borrowed  or  ftole  from  the  ProfeJJion  nor  do 
I  know  that  the  one  deferves  a  publick  Reward  any 
lefs  than  the  other:  And  I  could,  methinks,  provide 
the  Publick  with  a  Sufficiency  of  full  as  good  Nofirums 
as  thefe  are,  at  the  fame  Price .  Thus  then  I  am  an 
Enemy  to  none  but  the  Enemies  of  Truth.  Amicus 
Plato ,  amicus  Socrates ,  fed  majus  amicus  veritas. 

In  fine,  Sir,  as  this  Subjedl  may  require  fome 
farther  Eclair ciffement  for  publick  Ufe  (as  basbeen  ob¬ 
ferved)  and  that  this  may  draw  to  fome  Length, 
as  in  writing  of  Cafes ,  or  farther  Illu ft  rations,  &c<, 
which  fuch  an  Epiftle  as  this  will  not  admit  of; 
would  it  not  then  be  a  much  more  reafonable  Pro- 
pofafi  fince  fuch  Methods  of  Rewards  feem  to  be¬ 
come  fafhionable,  to  fatisfy  the  Publick ,  with  a  fmall 
Treatife  on  this  Head?  After  a  reafonable  Gratu - 
ity  is  fix’d  (left  to  their  own  Generofity  •,)  which 
Treatife  Jfhall  fatisfy  them ,  or  the  proper  fudges  ap - 
pointed ,  that  fuch  Method  there  propofed  is  a  much 
more  fafe,  practicable  and  experimented  Method  than 
that  propofed  by  Mrs.  Stephens ,  or  otherwife  no 
fuch  Gratuity  to  be  given.  This,  I  hope  Sir,  need 
not  appear  to  be  an  unfafhionable  or  unreafonable 
Propofal ,  for  attaining  to  a  modifh  Reputation.  Nei¬ 
ther  was  I  ever  againft  proper  Gratuities  from  the 
Publick  to  fuch  as  any  way  made  Improvements  in 
Phyfick ,  becaufe  I  even  propofed  it  to  Secretary  Ad- 
difon  and  Stanhope,  the  giving  of  proper  Rewards  to 
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fuch  who  were  judged  to  have  any  way  Improved  Phy - 
Pick ,  fo  as  to  be  approved  of  by  the  proper  Judges , 
confiituied  for  that  purpofe  by  the  Publick . 

I  amy  SIR ,  - - 

N.  B.  As  I  am  not  the  mod  fond  of  appearing, 
or  figning  my  Name,  in  the  publick  Prints,  yet  I 
am  not  fo  fny,  or  backward,  but  even  fo  to  fatisfy 
the  publick  if  requir’d  :  In  the  mean  time,  any 
Particular,  who  inclines  to  take  the  Trouble, 
may  inform  himfelf  or  the  Printer  of  this  Paper, 

[ 'Which  the  J aid  Printer  objected  to,  as  too  much 
1 Trouble ,  and  not  (he  faid)  cujlomary ,  &c, 

P.  S.  Some  of  the  mod  eminent  of  th t  ProfeJJion 
feem  to  require,  as  a  fudlcient  Proof  of  the  Excel - 
lency  of  Mrs.  Stephens's  Medicine  for  diffoiving  the 
, Stone ,  &c.  that  two  Perfons,  by  them  made  choice 
of,  (properly  examin’d  with  the  Catheter  by  a  Li - 
thotomift  approved  by  them)  fhould  be  the  Prial, 
or  Left,  they  feem  mod  inclined  to  approve.  For  my 
own  part  I  infift  not  on  any  fuch  Prial ,  [nice  I  think 
it  may  be  a  very  good  Medicine,  as  has  been  faid,  and 
yet  not  be  fufficiently  effectual  on  all  Stones.  Neither 
can  I  altogether  agree ,  but  that  fottie  Stones  are  wrought 
'Upon,  or  diminifhed ,  even  in  the  Bladder,  whether  by 
Art,  or  Nature ,  {nay  it  plainly  appears  to  me  as  a* 
hove  hinted ,)  Co  that  I  do  not  pawn  my  Reputation  on 
the  fore  faid  Propofal ,  fuch  as  think  proper  to  put  it  to 
this  Iffue  may .  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  methinks  at 
prefent  faid  fnffuient  on  the  Nature  and  Quality  op  this 
and  fuck- like  Medicines . 

If  faid  that - Phyficians  have  been  tried  un- 

fuccefsfully  before  the  fuccelsful  Ule  of  this  Me¬ 
dicine,  or  that  of  Drops3  Pills ,  &c.  I  fhall  only 
now  add,  /  do  believe  it. 
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The  underwrite n  Letter  was  left  feme  Weeks  with 
the  Daily-Poft,  there  to  he  inferted ;  hut  Difficul¬ 
ties  arifing ^  I  withdrew  it , 

To  the  Author  of  - - - — 

SIR , 

I  Freely  own  to  you  I  have  of  late  amufed  my. 

felf  with  the  publick  Papers,  in  which  I  ob- 
ferved  a  Propofal  of  a  Cure  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Publick  (to  wit,  that  of  Mrs.  Stephens.)  I  thought 
indeed  I  could  alfo  have  faid  fomerhing  to  the  pur- 
pofe  on  this  Subject,  and  did  accordingly  com¬ 
mence  a  Letter  to  one  judged  to  be  fufficiently 
knowing  in  this  way  but  he  declined  appearing 
in  the  Affair  5  which  might  pofiibly  render  me  al¬ 
fo  lefs  inclinable  to  publifh  my  Name.  On  which 
I  then  alter’d  my  firft  Intention,  and  inftead  thereof 
directed  it  to  the  Author  of  the  Gruh-ftreet  Paper. 
But  being  firft  obliged  to  read  it  to  thofe  judged 
proper  to  examine  what  goes  into  the  faid  Paper,  no 
Objedlion  was  made  to  the  Performance  ;  but  it 
was  by  them  thought  neceffary  I  fhould  fign  and 
publifh  my  Name  thereto ;  it  being  urged  as  an 
Argument,  that  D.  Hartley  had  done  fo  :  To  which 
I  anfwered,  that  I  was  not  unwilling  to  tell  them 
my  Name,  and  that  they  might  even  declare  it  to 
whomfoe’er  fhould  afk  it  ;  yet  I  could  fee  no  ne- 
ceftity  for  appearing  with  my  Name  in  common 
News-papers ,  unlefs  on  fome  more  extraordinary 
Occafion  :  nor  was  it  any  Example  for  me  thatD. 
Hartley  did  fo.  Now  fhould  I  repeat  all  that  pafled 
on  this  Head,  I  know  not  whether  fufficiently  amu- 
fing  to  the  Publick,  yet  fhall  venture  fo  to  do,  fince 
principally  relating  thereto.  I  fhall  however  leave 
infifting  or  taking  notice  of  fo  weak  an  Argument, 
(urged  by  them)  as  that  a  Perfon  who  keeps  not  an 
Equipage  equalpo  another ,  is  not  therefore  in  Reafon  of 

Ar * 
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Argument  a  fufHcient  Match  for  him  ;  but  I  /hall 
rather  chufe  to  obferve,  it  was  advanced  that  this 
good  Female  had  many  great  Perfonages  who  had 
taken  her  under  their  Protection  5  and  confequently 
that  there  might  be  rifle  in  attacking  her  Method  of 
Cure ,  or  that  which  had  been  advanced  by  Dr.  or 
Drs.  — — .  Nay,  that  even  the  Law  poffibly  might 
likewife  be  called  iji  to  the  forefaid  Pozver ,  fhould 
any  one  advance  what  might  any  way  prove  preju¬ 
dicial  to  her  Subscription ,  more  efpecially  fince  al¬ 
ready  fo  well  begun ,  and  th.e  Publick  appearing  fa 
very  well  inclined  thereto.  I  farther  plainly  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  Company  I  was  in,  much  inclined 
to  have  her  Secret  for  nothings  fo  others  were  but  fo 
good  as  to  pay  for  it.  Which  made  m tjhrewdly  fu- 
fpediy  that  the  Publick  in  general  might  be  of  Tome 
inch  MkeOpinion,  and  confequently  I  fhould  only  have 
the  Devil  to  my  thanks ,  fhould  I  be  any  Hindrance 
to  their  receiving  fuch  Benefit.  D.  Hartley  was 
looked  on  as  an  excellent  good  Man  on  this  Ac¬ 
count,  though  I  know  not  that  he  well  could  do 
much  Ids,  all  Things  duly  corfulerd.  One  of  the 
fame  Company  alio  alledg’d,  that  all  Phyftctans 
hardly  or  ever  meant  any  good  to  the  Publick ,  either 
by  writing  or  otherwife  ;  thinking  only  of  their  own 
private  Inter  eft ,  and  that  all  they  did  was  fo.  I  own 
I  fhrewdly  fufpedfed  this  Gentleman  to  be  a  Follow¬ 
er  of  the  L- — —  from  his  Angular  Manner  of  Rea- 
foning.  Though  I  could  not  allow  but  that  there 
were  in  the  phyfical  Profeffion ,  as  in  other  Societies , 
forne  more  or  fefs  publick-fpirited  Men.  I  was  even 
whifper’d  by  the  fame  well-difpofed  good  Gentle¬ 
man,  not  to  be  fo  fplenetic ,  but  e’en  to  let  this  good U 
patured  honeft  Female  get  her  Subfcription.  I  muff 
readily  own  that  fame  of  thefe  Arguments,  efpe¬ 
cially  the  latter,  bore  fome  weight  with  me;  par¬ 
ticularly  when  I  confider’d  the  Favonr  1  owed  to  the 
fair  Sex  ;  and  that  even  thus  to  feem  to  attack  a  Fe- 
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m&le^  appear’d  to  be  very  'unmanly.  Though  1 
could  not  convince  my  felf,  jaut  that  1  had  rather 
d'ireded  my  Arguments  to  fuch  Males  of  the  pby- 
fical  Tribe,  as  appear’d  fo  deeply  to  be  engaged 
therein,  fo  ftrongly  pufhing  on  their  Philofophy  on 
us,  along  with  her  Prague,  But  befides  the  Rea- 
fons  here  given,  for  now  declining  my  publishing 
the  faid  Letter,  I  farther  obferved,  that  thofe  of 
the  Pro fe (lion  appeared  to  be  well  enough  fatisfy’d 
that  others  did  engage  in  fuch  Affairs ,  fo  that  they 
might  reap  their  Advantage  alfo,  tho*  they  declin’d 
meddling  therein  themfelves :  That  is,  they  ap¬ 
proved  ot  catching  of  Fijh ,  but  not  of  wetting  their 
own  Feet  for  them .  So  that  which  might  be  judg’d 
to  be  the  Bufinefs  of  every  one,  feem  to  be  that  of 
no  one.  All  thefe  Confiderations,  I  fay,  together 
with  the  Duty  and  great  Regard  I  owe  to  the  fair 
Tribe,  made  me  thus  refolve^  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  acquaint  you.  That  I  fince  obferve  by  the  pub- 
lick  Papers  there  are  two  others  who  interrupt,  or 
interfere,  with  her  Scheme,  to  wig  the  all-diffolving 
Powder,  and  the  ftewd-p—fs  Projed,  Role  from 
D-^-by,  &c.  But  it  is  time  I  Should  fay  lomething 
in  behalf  of  this  good  Female ,  fo  well  inclined  to 
lerve  the  Pub  lick,  tho5  too  much  for  one  Perfon  to  do+ 
or  to  make  up  fo  much  Phyfick  as  alledge d  by  her ,  &C; 
She,  I  lay  then,  furely  delerves  that  Sum  propofed, 
ftid  as  well  as  Godard  did  from  K,  Charles ,  for  the 
Difcovery  of  his  Props,  or  as  another  did  fince  that 

time. - Nay?  I  know  not  whether  fhe  may 

not  deferve  it  e'en  as  well  asfome  who  may  have  in 
fome  other  way.  For  my  own  part,  I  muft  at  the 
fame  time  declare,  that  the  Profeflipn  fureiy  (if  not 
the  Publick  alio)  appear  at  lead  thus  far  obliged 
to  her,  that  fhe  feerns  indeed  to  ihew  them  (farther 
proved  by  others  who  have  Noftrums,)  that  when 
they  are  once  allured,  they  have  a  tolerable  or  pro - 

per 
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per  Medicine  for  any  Malady ,  they  do  not  too  Jboti 
or  over-readiU  leave  it  ;  and  fo  to  fly  ftraight  to  a- 
nother  (too  common  with  many  of  the  Profeffion, 
who  fcarce  know  the  utmoft  Limits  of  their  Me¬ 
dicine,  but  as  fiie  (who  knows  no  other  Remedy) 
they  ought,  I  fay,  to  continue  it  to  the  laft,  at 
leaft  until  fure,  they  have  tried  the  utmoft  Ef- 
fedts  of  fuch  Medicine ,  and  fo  find  it  will  not  an- 
fwer  before  they  take  to  another.  If  thus,  they 
then,  or  the  Publick,  do  but  receive  fuch  Bene¬ 
fit  alone  from  her,  ftie  furely  deferves  fuch  Re¬ 
ward.  In  fine,  I  could  methinks  bring  many 
ftrong  Arguments  for  the  Reafonablenefs  of  her 
having,  fome  fuch- like  Sum  given  her  >  though  I 
am  apt  to  think,  fhe  might  get  more  by  going  on  in 
practice  without  the  Difcovering  it,  fo  that  it  may 
be  fomequeftion  whether  it  be  doing  her  real  Service 
in  p u filing  da er  to  the  Difcovery  thereof.  Yet  this 
rnuft  be  left  to  her  own  particular  Confideration, 
and  that  of  her  friends.  Thus  from  this  my  per¬ 
plex’d  way  of  refohing ,  or  doing  and  undoing,  you 
may  eafily  apprehend,  Sir,  how  very  difficult  and 
uncertain  it  often  appears  to  be,  to  pleafe  the  Pub- 
lick,  even  when  we  ftrive  moft  thoroughly  fo  to  do. 
Yet,  in  fpite  of  all  here  fa  id,  fhould  there  yet  re¬ 
main  a  farther  Inclination  of  ftill  feeing  my  fore ~ 
faid  Letter,  I  know  not  whethef,  in  fuch  cafe, 
more  could  be  faid,  than  that  of  Submiflion  to  the 
mayor  Vis .  Nay,  fhould  even  her  noble  Patrons 

infift  on  any  fuch  Publication,  what  could  be  faid, 
but  that  Obedience  were  better  than  Sacrificed  And 
now,  Sir,  though  charg’d  by  one  of  the  forefaid 
Company,  that  my  principal  View  in  writing  the  fore¬ 
faid  Letter ,  was  merely  to  acquire  a  private  Gain, 
or  Intereft  thereby  ;  yet  you  may  obferve  by  this, 
that  I  can  eafily  enough  thus  lay  it  afide,  without 
troubling  mylelf  farther  about  the  Publication. 
Though  I  cannot  by  any  means  comprehend,  but 
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that  the  Intered  of  a  Particular  may  alfo  be  con¬ 
fident  or  blended  with  that  of  th tPublick,  and  proba¬ 
bly  when  fo,  it  is  the  mod  folid  and  real  Intereft  of 
both.  Neither  can  I  perfuade  my  felf,  Sir,  that  you 
have  any  Bufinefs  at  all,  or  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
Name  of  a  Correfpondent  who  fends  you  a  Letter  ; 
fi nee  you  never  pretend  to  put  in  any,  without  the 
due  Examination  thereof,  whether  or  not  fit  for  the 
Publick ,  as  being  either  profitable  or  amufing  to 
Mankind.  Now  if  unfit,  why  would  you  publifli 
it  ?  Or  if  hazardous,  dill  what  Bufinefs  have  you 
with  the  Name?  (unlefs  you  were  only  employ’d  as 
common  Printers  for  an  Author.)  Since  if  you  in¬ 
cline  not  to  publifh  fuch  Letter,  on  your  own  Bottom, 
why  rather  not  to  didiiade  fuch  Perfon  from  the 

Publication  thereof,  than  to  drive  to  involve  him  in 
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trouble,  where  he  reaps  none  of  the  Profit?  What 
gets  your  Correfpondent  by  fending,  or  comple¬ 
menting  you  with  a  Letter,  to  oblige  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  to  improve  your  Paper  ?  Is  it  not  you 
who  reap  all  the  Profits  thereof  ?  And  by  which 
fome  acquire  confiderable  Edates.  Nor  can  I  by 
any  means  imagine,  as  you  feem  inclinable  to  have 
us  think,  that  it  is  any  Favour  done  to  us,  to  put 
in  a  proper  Letter  into  your  Paper ,  but  that  the  Fa¬ 
vour  is  unquedionably  done  to  you,  when  any  fuch 
Correfpondent  inclines  to  fpend  fo  much  of  his  Time 
in  any  fuch-like  Way.  If,  Sir,  you  have  any  Ob¬ 
jections,  or  Obfervations  to  make  on  this,  you  are 
at  full  Liberty  fo  Co  do. 

From,  SIR,  Tours 9  &c, 

N.  B.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  whether 
fome  more,  even  of  the  Profdfion,  may  privately 
be  inclinable  to  have  this  Noftrum  difcovered9  as  be- 
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lieving  to  reap  Advantage  thereby.  But  I  {hall  on- 
Jy  fay,  that  in  whatfoe’er  Light  this  Letter  may 
be  confider’d,  as  being  advantageous  to  this  honeft 
Female,  or  otherwife  •,  yet  this  I  will  Hill  continue 
to  add,  that  even  her  Friends  (if  not  the  Profefllon 
alfo)  without  fo  duly  confidering  the  Proofs  pro- 
poled  and  demanded  from  her,  are  likely  to  involve 
her  into  a  Scrape,  which  probably  cannot  redound 
to  her  or  the  Publick’s  Advantage  ;  which  feems 
plainly  to  appear  to  me.  Now  whate’er  I  may  have 
advanced,  yet  I  am  no  way  unwilling  to  afllft  her 
with  my  beft  Advice,  to  ihun  that  Rock  (for  the 
fake  of  Truth)  by  her  proper  Application  to  me 
for  better  Inftru&ions.  But  I  am  well  fatisfy’d, 
that  when  difcovered,  we  fhall  hear  of  fewer  Cures 
than  now  :  Nor  will  it  be  minded,  nor  will  hardly 
any  then  know  the  proper  Ufe  thereof ;  which  Ihe 
herfelf  even  now  does  not. 
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